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FLORIDA READING ASSOCIATION 

Board of Directors, Advisors, and Staff, 2009-2010 
 
 

Executive Committee 
 

Co-Presidents --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Ellen Supran and Kathy Caputo 
President-Elect -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Sherida Weaver 
Vice President --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Maria Callis 
Past President -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Pam LaRiviere 
Recording Secretary ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Lela-Anne Carroll 
Treasurer -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Teresa Joiner 
Director of Membership Development --------------------------------------------------------------------------- Margaret Adams 
IRA State Coordinator -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Mary Ann Clark 
Presidents’ Advisors------------------------------------------------------------------------Andrea Rosenblatt and Margaret Janz 
 

Regional Coordinators 

Districts 1 & 2 – Emily Luke                                            
Districts 3, 4, & 6 – Shannon Ayrish                     
Districts 5 & 15 – Denise Pedro         
Districts 7 & 14 – Velma Papier 
District 10 – Ruth Sylvester           
Districts 9 & 12 East – Kasey Lamb                       
Districts 11 & 13 - Deanne Nelson    
Districts 8 & 12 West - TBA 

 

Committee Chairpersons and Coordinators 

Administrative Committee Chair -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Pam LaRiviere 
Adolescent Literacy Coordinator-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Linda Gobran 
Children’s Book Award Co-Coordinator (North) ------------------------------------------------------- Danielle Varcardipone 
Children’s Book Award Co-Coordinator (South)------------------------------------------------------------------- Jodi Marshall 
College/University Coordinator --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Nancy Masztal 
Conference Committee Chair --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Diane Reese 
Council Development Chair ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Mary Ann Clark 
Family Literacy -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Vicky Zygouris-Coe 
General Conference Chair 2009 ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ Sherida Weaver 
General Conference Chair 2010 -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Maria Callis 
Ethnographer--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Lisa Schwartz 
Governmental Relations Committee Chairs -----------------------------------------------Margaret Janz and Michelle Kelley 
International Projects Coordinators ----------------------------------------------------- Vivian Posey and Peggy VanVoorhis 
Literacy Projects Committee Chair -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------Roma Carlisle 
Membership Committee Chair ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Margaret Adams 
Publications Committee Chair ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Joyce Warner 
Publicity Committee Chair -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Kasey Lamb 
Scholarship and Awards Coordinator-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Ann Smith 
Studies and Research Committee Chair --------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Artis Gray 
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Special Interest Councils 

Florida Secondary Reading Council ------------------------------------------------------------------------------ Toniamae Lopez 
Reading Supervisors of Florida--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- TBA 

Florida Reading Association’s Publications Editors 

The Florida Reading Journal Co-Editor-------------------------------------------------------------------------------Katrina Hall 
The Florida Reading Journal Co- Editor ---------------------------------------------------------------------------- Katie Monnin 
The Florida Reading Journal Associate Editor--------------------------------------------------------------Terence Cavanaugh 
FRA Newsletter Editor ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Heidi Maier 
 

Liaisons 

Florida Department of Education------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- TBA 
Florida Literacy Coaches Association -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------Karen Reed 
 

FRA Independent Contractors 

FRA Web Site ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Terence Cavanaugh 
Membership Services----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------McRae & Co., Inc. 
 
 

2009 FRA Conference 
General Conference Chair ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ Sherida Weaver 
Conference Committee Chair -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Diane Reese 
FRA Conference Exhibits/Advertising -----------------------------------------------------------------------------Pam LaRiviere 
Conference Registration -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  McRae & Co., Inc. 
 
 
 

2010 FRA Conference 
 
General Conference Chair…………………………………………………………………………………Maria Callis 
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FRA Council Presidents, 2009-2010 

Alachua - Nancy Logan Okaloosa- Eleanor Harrington 

Bay– Daphne Graham Palm Beach- Darlene Staley 

Brevard- Lucy D. Casey Pasco-Kelly Merenda 

Charlotte- Pinellas- Freda Pilcher 

Dade– Marcia Cardona Polk-Ruth Sylvester 

Duval– Jill Newhouse Sarasota-Deanne Nelson and David Schatz 

Hillsborough– Angela Butler Seminole- Tracey Williams 

Lee- Jeanne Petronio St. Lucie-Debbie Remington 

Leon- Shannon Ayrish Volusia-Kasey Lamb 

 

Honor Councils 

IRA HONOR COUNCILS 2008-2009 FRA HONOR COUNCILS 2008-2009 

Bay County Reading Association-6 
Daphne Graham, President 
Duval County Reading Council-22 
Jill Newhouse, President 
Hillsborough County Council of the IRA-25 
TBA, President 
Lee County Reading Council-21 
Jeanne Petronio, President 
Okaloosa County Reading Council-10 
TBA, President 
Volusia County Reading Council-21 
Kasey Lamb, President 
 

Bay County Reading Association-16 
Daphne Graham, President 
Duval County Reading Council-20 
Jill Newhouse, President 
Hillsborough County Council of the IRA-21 
TBA, President  
Lee County Reading Council-19 
Jeanne Petronio, President 
Pasco County Reading Council-17 
Kelly Merenda, President 
Sarasota County Reading Council-8 
Deanne Nelson and David Schatz, Co-Presidents 
Volusia County Reading Council-21 
Kasey Lamb, President 
 

* Number after the council = number years on honor status. 
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FLORIDA READING ASSOCIATION PAST PRESIDENTS 
 

2008-09 Pam LaRiviere, Lehigh 
2007-08 Debra Wellman, Orlando  
2006-07 Mary Ann Clark, Jacksonville  
2005-06 Roma Carlisle, Miami  
2004-05 Janey Adams, Ormond Beach  
2003-04 Janey Adams, Ormond Beach  
2002-03 Diane Reese, Tampa  
2001-02 Marylou Matoush, Port Saint Lucie  
2000-01 Andrea Rosenblatt, Miami  
1999-00 Margaret L. Janz, Jacksonville  
1998-99 Lois A. Mautte, St. Petersburg  
1997-98 Priscilla Griffith, Tampa  
1996-97 Evelyn Florence, Tallahassee  
1995-96 Rose Ann Beason, Neptune Beach  
1994-95 Jacqueline Comas, Columbia, MD  
1993-94 Gerry Bohning, Ft. Lauderdale  
1992-93 Joye C. Shaffer, New Smyrna Beach  
1991-92 Ann H. McClintock, Ft. Lauderdale  
1990-91 Barbara K. Clarke, Sarasota  
1989-90 Marguerite Radencich, Miami  
1988-89 Joy Monahan, Orlando  
1987-88 Donna Read, Boca Raton  
1986-87 Rhoda Kilbourn, Merritt Island  
1985-86 Judith Sommer, Ft. Pierce  
1984-85 William G. Herrold, Jacksonville  
1983-84 Peter Messmore, Boca Raton  
1982-83 Jane McNulty, Orlando  
1981-82 Judy Birge-Moore, St. Petersburg  
1980-81 Muriel Griffiths, Ormond Beach  
1979-80 Robert L. Shaffer, Stuart  
1978-79 Charles T. Mangrum, II, Miami  
1977-78 Martha Sue Austin, Sarasota  
1976-77 Mary Elizabeth Wilson, Orlando  
1975-76 Ruth Halverson, W. Palm Beach  
 

             1974-75 Calvin Schafer, Miami 
1973-74 H. Tom Fillmer, Gainesville 
1972-73 Marion Perez, Key West 
1971-72 Beth Stevenson, Lakeland 
1970-71 Richard Wilson, Pensacola 
1969-70 Esther E. Miles, Jacksonville 
1968-69 John Spagnoli, W. Palm Beach 
1967-68 Loren Lawson, St. Petersburg 
1966-67 W. Bradtmueller, Tallahassee 
1965-66 Margaret Green, Ormond Beach 
1964-65 Eloise Berry, Ft. Pierce 
1963-64 Wilma Carney, Ft. Lauderdale 
1962-63 Ennis Woodley, Jacksonville 
1961-62 Mary E. Millard, Miami Beach 
1960-61 Eleanor E. Ladd, South Carolina 
1959-60 Lester Wheeler, Coral Gables 
1958-59 L.L. Murray, Gainesville 
1957-58 Frances Nippert, St. Petersburg 
1956-57 William R. McClaflin, Miami 
1955-56 William R. McClaflin, Miami 
1954-55 Theresa Graves, St. Petersburg 
1953-54 Marvly Doyle, St. Petersburg 
1952-53 Cona Loyless, Tallahassee 
1951-52 Eva Wallis, Tampa 
1950-51 Vivian Cleveland, Miami 
1949-50 Ennis Woodley, Jacksonville 
1948-49 W.E. Keller, Orlando 
1947-48 J.A. Wheeler, Miami 
1946-47 J.A. Wheeler, Miami 
1945-46 Helen Watson, (City Unknown)  
1944-45 No president (World War II)  
1943-44 W.J. Hodges, Tampa 
1942-43 Ruby Nowell, Tampa 
1941-42 Carolyn Ewart, Tampa 
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10:00 am – 8:00 pm Registration 
12:00 pm – 2:45 pm  Preconference Institutes – Sessions 1 and 2 
3:00 pm – 5:45 pm Preconference Institutes – Sessions 3, 4, and 5 
6:00 pm – 8:00 pm Opening Gala! Exhibits & Mary Ann’s Mashed Potato Bar 
 ���������������������
7:00 am – 3:30 pm Registration 
7:15am – 7:50 am Meeting for First Time Attendees 
8:00 am – 5:00 pm Exhibit Hall open in Gatlin C 
8:00 am – 9:00 am Concurrent Sessions and Featured Speakers: Terry Cavanaugh & Judith 

Irvin  

9:15 am – 10:15 am Concurrent Sessions and Featured Speaker: Mireya Mayor  
10:30 am – 11:45 pm First General Session – Dorothy Srtickland 
12:00 pm -  1:30 pm Book and Author Luncheon – Jack Gantos 
12:30 pm – 1:30 pm Concurrent Sessions and Featured Speakers: Kathy Kopp & Dawn Odum  

Marianne Berkes & Janeen Mason 

1:45 pm – 2:45 pm Concurrent Sessions and Featured Speakers: Karen Simmons, Cindy 
Guinn, & Rhonda Meyer 

3:00 pm – 4:30 pm Second General Session – Doug Fisher 
5:00 pm  – 6:00 pm President’s Reception in Butler 
 �����������������������
7:30 am – 8:30 am FRA Delegates Breakfast (by invitation) 
8:00 am – 5:00 pm Exhibit Hall open in Gatlin C 
8:00 am – 9:00 am Concurrent Sessions and Featured Speakers: Jane Feber, Jami 

Humphrey, Traci Ritari & Michael Shoulders  

9:15 am -10:15 am Concurrent Sessions and Featured Speakers: Kwame Alexander, Brad 
Herzog, Karri Williams, Beth Warren & Cindy Vanderp ool 

10:30 am – 11:45 am Third General Session – Kathy Au 
12:00 pm – 1:30 pm  Book and Author Luncheon – Jerry Pallotta 
12:30 pm – 1:30 pm Concurrent Sessions and Featured Speakers: Edward Bloor, Terry 

Heidger, Beth Stevens, Rachel Chappell, Nile Stanley, & Ben Brenner 

1:45 pm – 2:45 pm Concurrent Sessions and Featured Speakers: Dawn Odum & Ginny 
Rorby 

3:00 pm – 4:30 pm Fourth General Session – Richard Gentry 
 ���������������������
8:00 am – 11:30 am FRA Bookstore open 
8:00 am – 9:15 am Breakfast With the Authors 
9:30 am - 10:30 am Concurrent Sessions; Conference Chair’s Choice Presenters 
10:45 am – 12:00 pm Fifth General Session – Janet Allen 
12:15 pm – 1:30 pm FRA Board of Directors/Conference Committee Luncheon (By Invitation) 
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CONFERENCE COMMITTEE 
47th ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
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Conference Committee Chair Diane Reese 
Conference Treasurer Suzy DeAugustino 
Food Functions Evelyn Florence & Emily Luke 
Protocol Coordinator Pam LaRiviere 
Sites Coordinator Andrea Rosenblatt 
Book Store Coordinator Denise Pedro 
Sponsorship Coordinator Pam LaRiviere 
Author Signing Coordinator Lela-Anne Carroll 
Chairpersons’ Coordinator Artis Gray 
Volunteer Coordinator Nancy Masztal 
Registration Support Coordinator Shirley Gibson 
VIP Transportation Debra Wellman 
Local Council Displays Mary Ann Clark & Regional Coordinators 
Ambiance Coordinator Velma Papier 
Program Supporter Diane Reese, Ellen Supran , Roma Carlisle, & Eric Weaver 
Conference Supporter  Margaret Janz 
Exhibits Coordinator Pam LaRiviere 
Registration McRae Conference Management 
Book Sales Books Unlimited 
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Florida Reading Association’s 48th Annual Conference 
Program Proposal 

 

 
 

Shingle Creek Resort, Orlando, FL 
 

We invite members and other individuals interested in Florida Reading Association’s goals and purposes to 
submit proposals to present sessions at the Annual Conference. Proposals must be postmarked no later than 
February 15, 2010 . Notification of the committee’s decision will be sent to the person submitting the proposal 
by April 30, 2010. 
Presenters must register and pay conference fees by : June 15, 2010.  
 

I. Person submitting proposal  (Please print or type) 
 

Name: (Last) _______________________________ (First) _____________________ (MI) ______ 

Position/Title: ____________________________________________________________________ 

Institutional Affiliation: ____________________________________________________________ 

Address: ________________________________________________________________________ 

City: _________________________________________  State: _________ Zip: _______________ 

E-mail Address: __________________________________________________________________ 

Phone Number: (H) ___________________ (W) ___________________ (Fax) _________________ 

Current FRA Membership?   ____ Yes  ____ No        To update your membership, go to: www.FLReads.org.   
 
II. Additional Presenter(s) 
 

Name: (Last) _______________________________ (First) _____________________ (MI) ______ 

Position/Title: ____________________________________________________________________ 

Institutional Affiliation: ____________________________________________________________ 

Current FRA Membership?   ____Yes  ____No   
Please attach a separate sheet listing any additional presenters. Provide all the same information as 
requested under Section II. Secure permission from each individual. 
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III. Type of Presentation 
 

      ____ One-hour conference session  ____ Three- hour pre-conference institute 
 
IV. Write the number(s) for the target level for yo ur presentation. _____ 
 

1. Pre-School  6. College 
2. K – 2 7. Adult Literacy 
3. 3 – 5 8. Coaches 
4. Middle School 9. Administrators  
5. High School  

 
V. Write the letter for the strand that best fits y our presentation topic. _____ 
 

A) NCLB Pillars (phonemic awareness, phonics, fluency, 
vocabulary, comprehension) 

F) Evidence-Based Research in Reading 

B) Content Area Reading G) Response to Intervention 
C) Writing H) Coaching 
D) Technology I) Leadership 
E) Meeting the Needs of High Achievers J) ESOL 

 
VI. Title of Presentation  (This title will appear in the program) 
 
      ____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
VII. Description for the Program  – Give a 25-30 word description of the presentation as you would like it to 
appear in the conference program. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
VIII. Additional Description of Presentation –  (Optional) If you wish to describe your presentation more 
thoroughly, you may attach a more in-depth description. 
 
IX. Audio/Visual Equipment –  Overhead projectors and screens are the only audio/visual equipment 
available to presenters. Other equipment must be supplied by the presenter.  
 

 ____ An overhead projector will be used for this session. 
 
X. Mail the completed proposal to the following add ress or via e-mail by February 15, 2010. 
  Maria Callis 
  flreadsmaria@yahoo.com 
  5048 Bristo Street 
  Lehigh Acres, FL 33971 
 

IN ACCORDANCE WITH IRA AND FRA POLICY, PROGRAM PARTICIPANTS WILL NOT BE REIMBURSED FOR ANY EXPENSES 
BY THE FLORIDA READING ASSOCIATION. PLEASE CHECK AFTER READING EACH OF THE FOLLOWING POLICY 
GUIDELINES. 
 
___ I UNDERSTAND THAT PRESENTERS MUST PRE-REGISTER FOR THE CONFERENCE BY AUGUST 6, 2007. IF  NOT, 
NAMES   
        AND PRESENTATION MAY BE REMOVED FROM THE FINAL FRA CONFERENCE PROGRAM. 
 
___ I UNDERSTAND THAT ONLY AN OVERHEAD PROJECTOR AND SCREEN WILL BE PROVIDED FOR PRESENTATIONS. 
 
___ I UNDERSTAND THAT PRINTING OF ALL HANDOUTS IS THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE PRESENTER. 
 

____________________________________________________                       _____________________ 
SIGNATURE OF PERSON SUBMITTING PROPOSAL                                                    DATE 
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       September 10, 2009 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pre-conference Institutes 
 

Registration fee for each Pre-conference Institute is $25.00. 
 
                

              1 
12:00 – 2:45 
pm 
Gatlin E1 
Grades K-12 
 

 

                      Best Practices for Teaching At Risk Kids 
Speaker: Kenston Griffin  and Tonya Allen 
Whether it may be outside or inside of the classroom, more and more students are 
showing less respect for authority figures, i.e. parents, teachers, law enforcement, 
etc. Upon the conclusion of this workshop, colleagues will have gained the tools 
necessary to: 

�  Establish and appropriately evaluate a student’s choice/style to learn, 
�  Identify, relate and understand the psychosocial history of At Risk students 

and how behavior may differ. 
�  Obtain, maintain, and retain respect and provide value to students to take 

responsibility for their academic future. 
                 

 
 

 
 

                

              2 
12:00 – 2:45 
pm 
Gatlin E2 
Grades K-12 
 

 

                      Reading + Thinking + Engagement + Comprehension 
Speaker:  Dawn Odum 
In this high-energy, experiential session you walk away with practical, teacher-
friendly strategies to use immediately. Experience Listen–Sketch–Draft to improve 
students’ skill in main idea and summary. Explore engagement strategies like 
Timed Pair Share and RallyRobin to enhance metacognitive thinking during 
reading. Learn how to release the power of Pairs Compare with graphic organizers 
to enhance comprehension. Not only do you experience and process these 
transformative strategies for content, you walk away with management strategies 
and other practical classroom ideas to create the class of your dreams.   
Sponsored by Kagan 

10:00 am – 8:00 pm  Pre-registration and On-Site Registration for Participants 
      Gatlin Pre-registration and On-Site Registration Areas 
 
              Sign in for Presenters and Chairpersons 
            Gatlin Hospitality Area 

All sessions are intended to serve the needs and interests of reading professionals and  
pre-professionals.  Grade level applicability is indicated in the margin below the room number. 
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       September 10, 2009 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

    3 
3:00 – 5:45 pm 
Gatlin E1 
Grades K-5 

 
Fast, Fun, Free Activities to Encourage and Enrich Reading and 

Writing Instruction (Across the Curriculum) 
Speaker: Mary Dall  
This “make and take” session employs a variety of “trash to treasure” items used to 
create enrichment activities to enhance reading and writing skills. Teachers will 
learn what to save, how to execute a project and how to apply the flexibility of the 
art/craft to their specific needs across the curriculum. Activities allow for adaptation 
to a variety of grade levels. 

    4 
3:00 – 5:45 pm 
Gatlin E3 
Grades K-2 

 
The "SECRET" to Cracking the Reading Code  

The "Missing Piece" of the Reading Puzzle! 
Speaker: Katie Garner 
 “Sneak” learners through the brain’s “backdoor” for EASY - access to the 
HARDEST phonemic skills! Discover practical classroom applications of cutting 
edge research, as presented at Harvard’s 2009 “Learning and the Brain” 
Consortium. 

   5 
3:00 – 5:45 pm 
Gatlin E2 
Grades 3-12 

 
Taking the Lead on Adolescent Literacy:  Implementing a School-
wide Literacy Action Plan for Upper Elementary, Middle, or High 

School 
Speaker:  Judith Irvin  
Dr. Irvin will present a five-stage process for developing, implementing, and 
monitoring a literacy action plan and demonstrate how to use a Literacy Action 
Rubric for Literacy Across the Content Area to assess school implementation and 
setting goals and creating a literacy action plan. 
 
Sponsored by Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishers 
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6:00 – 8:00 pm Meet and greet the exhibitors  
   Gatlin C                   and our FRA Board.  
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       September 11, 2009 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
7:30 – 8:30 am  EARLY BIRD CONTINENTAL  BREAKFAST 

(By Invitation Only)  
Gatlin  D  Bring your Ticket and take away your yummy reward for early sign-up. 
 
 
 

Sponsored by Principle Woods Inc./Impact and I Station 

7:00 am– 3:30 pm  Pre-registration and On-Site Registration for Participants 
      Gatlin Pre-registration and On-Site Registration Areas 
              Sign in for Presenters and Chairpersons 
            Gatlin Hospitality Area 
 

7:15 – 7:50 am    Making the Most of Your First FRA Conference 
    Facilitator: Margaret Janz 
First Time   This session is for first time attendees or anyone wanting to get the most from the 
Conferees          FRA conference experience. Strategies for choosing sessions, navigating the         
                          exhibit hall, and using all of this valuable information back in the classroom will be     

  shared. 
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8:00 – 9:00 am   Ebooks in the Classroom Collection 
 
Gatlin E4    Speaker: Terry Cavanaugh University of North   
Grades K-12                  Florida, College of Education and Human Services 
  

  Chair: Ruth Sylvester 
 
In this session teachers will learn about the availability of eBook/digital test 
resources for educational activities and learn how these materials can 
support reading instruction, literacy, standards, and reading in the content 
areas. Teachers will learn locations of free online libraries and about free 
eBook software options. EBooks can provide enhancing features of 
navigation, multicolored bookmarks and highlighting, dictionary interaction, 
searching, font sizing, drawings, writing notes, and integrated test-to-speech 
with synchronized highlighting.   

8:00 – 9:00 am   Taking Action on Adolescent Literacy 
 
Gatlin E5    Speaker: Judith Irvin 
 

Chair: Velma Papier 
 
 Dr. Irvin  will present the Taking Action Literacy 

Leadership Model and discuss how this model can 
serve as a foundation for school improvement using 
literacy as a linchpin for change. 

 
Dr. Irvin is currently a Professor at Florida State 
University. Her repertoire includes chairing the 
Research Committee for the National Middle School 
Association for six years and serving the National 
Literacy Project as Executive Director, a non-profit 
organization dedicated to improving middle and high 
school literacy. She has written and edited numerous 
books, chapters, and articles on adolescent literacy- 
most notably Reading and the High School Student: 
Strategies to Enhance Literacy (with Buehl and 
Klemp, 2007) and Integrating Literacy and Learning 
in the Middle School Content Area Classroom (with 
Buehl and Radcliffe, 2007). 

  
Sponsored by Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishers 
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8:00 – 9:00           Vivacious Vocabulary 
St. Johns 22          Speaker:           Allison  Brown and Sandy Downes 
K-5                        Do you want your students to get excited about learning new vocabulary words?  Vivacious   
                              Vocabulary routines will help your student find words irresistible. You will experience words in   
                               action and leave this session with routines that can be incorporated into your lessons tomorrow. Just   
                               5-15 minutes a day and students will increase their vocabulary in reading, writing and conversation.

  
 
8:00 – 9:00            Nurturing Literacy Through Handwriting 
St. Johns 23          Speaker:            Carol Corcoran 
K-2                        Want to know how handwriting instruction can help to motivate students to analyze words fully?  
                               Are you interested in specific handwriting activities that support letter recognition and orthographic   
                               processing skills? Come and learn how you can support reading development through teaching                         
                               students the manuscript alphabet. 
 
 
8:00 – 9:00           I Can Read it, But I Don't Get it! Vocabulary Strategies That Enhance Comprehension 
Suwannee 12        Speaker:            Molly Sims 
K-5                       We have said Good-bye to Round Robin, now let’s say good-bye to “Here are your vocabulary      

words,  look them up in the dictionary, write the definition and use the word in a sentence.” 
Participants will walk away with 10-12 ideas that they can implement in their classrooms. 

 
 
8:00 – 9:00          How Would you Like More Time to Teach? Behavior Management Techniques to Extend   
Suwannee 13                                            Your Literacy Block by Eliminating Low-level Mi sbehavior. 
 K-12                   Speaker:            Cindy Merrilees                                 
                            How would you like more time to teach? In this session you will learn research-based behavior  
                            management techniques that will help you extend your literacy block by eliminating low-level           
                            misbehavior. You will learn how to set clear expectations, give your students choices and honor  
                            those choices, as well as  refocus students who choose to misbehave. You will also learn the best  
                            classroom layouts for optimum learning. 
 
 
8:00 – 9:00           Boys and Books: Find the Key to Motivation in Reading! 
Gatlin E3             Speaker:           Jeanette Russell 
K-12                     Did you know that young boys actually like fairy tales if they are exciting and scary? This session          
                             will focus on the research of William Brozo, Debby Zambo, and a new way of engaging boys with   
                             books. Learn about the ten different archetypes of masculinity that we apply to boys and their            
                             reading. This session will focus on identifying the archetypes and then using them to match the  
                             appropriate literature for those students.  
 
 
8:00 – 9:00         Mandates to Motivation: A Trans-disciplinary Approach to Fluency, Comprehension, and   
Gatlin E2                                Vocabulary 
 3-5                     Speaker:           Nancy  Williams and Kathie Semanchik  

                             This presentation will focus on a trans-disciplinary approach to literacy instruction for students in the    
intermediate grades (3-5). Specifically, the presenters will describe best research practices in fluency, 
comprehension, and vocabulary that meet federal and state mandates yet motivate students and address 
content centric objectives in science and social studies. 
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8:00 – 9:00          Engaging Students in Reading Non-fiction Text: Strategic Learning Strategies for     
Gatlin E1                         Comprehension 
8-12                     Speaker:           Ann Wolf  
                            This presentation will provide participants with comprehension strategies for building  
                            comprehension at the secondary and post-secondary levels when reading non-fiction texts.  
                            The strategies provided will work for before, during and after reading. 
 
 

8:00 – 9:00 
Exhibitor Classroom 
Gatlin C 
K-12 

Pearson Digital and Supplemental Solutions, Your Framework for RtI 

Speakers: Rebecca Osburn and Jeanette Beninati 

How are you addressing your students’ needs for early intervention services? Join us 
to learn more about Pearson’s RTI solutions for Tiers 1, 2, & 3, incorporating print 
and technology based programs. Our supplemental and Digital teams will be 
reviewing the FL RTI Model and the Pearson programs that will tackle this growing 
need in our schools. 

Sponsored by Pearson 
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9:15 – 10:15             The "SECRET" to Cracking the Reading Code - The "Missing Piece" of the Reading                            
Gatlin E3                  Puzzle! 
K-12                         Speaker:           Katie Garner 
                                “Sneak” learners through the brain’s “backdoor” for EASY  access to the HARDEST phonemic 

skills! Discover practical classroom applications of cutting edge research, as presented at 
Harvard’s 2009 “Learning and the Brain” Consortium. 

 
 

9:15 – 10:15 am     ����������	
  
Gatlin D  

Speaker: Mireya Mayor  

Chair: Lisa Schwartz 

Dr. Mayor  will share the many ways she got excited about 
reading as a child and how in her job as a researcher she 
incorporates reading, writing and research into her daily 
work life. Debra Hopkins from National Geographic 
School Publishing and Hampton-Brown will share how to 
connect reading strategies to informational text. 
 

Dr. Mayor  is a Fulbright scholar, National Science Foundation 
Fellow, and National Geographic Emerging Explorer dividing 
her time between research in Madagascar , appearing as a 
correspondent on the National Geographic Channel’s Explorer 
television series, and starring in Mark Burnett’s reality series 
“Expedition Africa”.  Earning her the nickname of "female 
Indiana Jones", Mayor's research and Explorer TV expeditions 
have taken her to Central Africa's gorillas, underwater with the 
six-foot (1.8-meter) Humboldt squid, and into a veterinarian's 
haven for leopards in Namibia "When science and the media 
collide, extraordinary things can happen!” "The TV series sheds 
light on the plight of endangered places and animals around the 
world. Television has the power to help people know and 
connect with these animals and habitats that are disappearing." 
Mayor's discovery of a new species of mouse lemur in 
Madagascar put her own work in the spotlight. Documenting her 
find in hopes of obtaining full protection for its habitat required 
arduous fieldwork during the monsoon season. "There we were, 
tromping through remote areas of jungle, rain pouring, tents 
blowing into the air, looking for a nocturnal animal that happens 
to be the smallest primate in the world." 
Based on her hard-won documentation, Mayor convinced  
Madagascar's president and prime minister to declare the new 
mouse lemur species' habitat a national park. 

Sponsored by National Geographic School Publishing, Hampton 
Brown 
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9:15 – 10:15             Science Information Texts in the Primary Classroom: Strategies for Selection and Integrated 
St. Johns 23             Curriculum Instruction 
K-2                           Speakers:           Charlene Helsel, Virginia Schreier, and Barbara Peterson 

       Through discussion and demonstration, the speakers will review the different types of science 
information literature for young readers and discuss the unique text features of this genre. They 
will share criteria for evaluation and selection of quality science texts, as well as research-based 
strategies for integrated curriculum instruction.  Attendees will participate in a variety of practical, 
hands-on activities with science information text sets.  These will include use of evaluation criteria 
checklists, modeling of dialogic read-alouds, and planning for inquiry-based lessons with science 
information texts. 

 
 
9:15 – 10:15             Content Reading Strategies that Maximize Learning Across the Curriculum 
Gatlin E1                 Speaker:           Donna Knoell 
K-12                         Chair:               Joyce Warner 

  Dr. Knoell will offer strategies, ideas and activities to help students successfully comprehend what 
they read.  She will discuss specific skills that are needed to understand both narrative and 
informational text.  Handouts will be provided. 

 
 
9:15 – 10:15             "Failing" Students' Attitudes Towards Reading 
St. Johns 22               Speakers:          Alexandra Lauterbach and Brian Trutschel 

  3-12                         The purpose of the study was to explore the relationship between students’ attitudes towards 
reading, their place in a remedial classroom and their performance on the following years Florida’s 
Comprehensive Assessment Test (FCAT) scores.  The researchers administered the Denver 
Reading Attitude Survey to an 8th grade remedial reading classroom in Alachua County, FL.  
Students were placed in this classroom because of their “inadequate” scores on the FCAT. 

 
 
9:15 – 10:15             For a Love of Reading as Well as Wii 
Suwannee 12   Speakers:         Kelley O'Neal and Doug Waddill 
K-12                         Video games, the internet, youth sports, and television are all a part of the myriad of activities boys 

would rather do than read. This session will open with the standard differences between boys and 
girls. After seeing these differences, strategies will be introduced that will build excitement in boys 
in terms of text that boys will want to read.  

 
 
9:15 – 10:15             Nifty Notebooks 
Suwannee 13    Speakers:           Lavonna  Roth 
K-12                         This presentation draws on research from differentiated instruction and proven best practices. Be 

introduced to a way your students can keep their work organized, show that their learning is 
meaningful and an accumulation of their achievements.  No more lost papers!  

 
 
9:15 – 10:15             Problem Solved: Using Literacy Strategies to Teach Mathematics 
Suwannee 11  Speaker:       Zandra  Stino 
3-8                            This session will explore reading and mathematics strategies that help students reduce learning        

anxieties. A number of reading techniques and strategies will be offered that will assist educators to 
understand ways in which they can enable students to learn mathematics. 
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9:15 – 10:15             Conversations and Comprehension: How to Keep the Reader Meaningfully Involved in the 
Gatlin E2   Secondary Classroom 
8-12                          Speakers:       Vicky Zygouris-Coe and Lourdes Smith  

Presenters will demonstrate effective instructional approaches that will help to invite and guide 
student conversations about text and in turn, support students’ comprehension development in the 
secondary grades. Hands-on examples and discussion will follow with the audience about ideas and 
challenges associated with creating a classroom environment that facilitates student engagement 
during reading and strengthens comprehension. Lastly, presenters will share classroom resources 
and instructional tools with the audience.  
 

 

9:15 – 10:15 
Exhibitor Classroom 
Gatlin C 
K-12 

Reaching All Readers – Intervention That Works! 

Speaker: Jennifer Rush 

“If we can really understand the problem, the answer will come out of it, because the 
answer is not separate from the problem.” (Krishnamurti) With a focus on 
intervention, we will identify and address the challenges of struggling readers and 
present a solution to closing the achievement gap! 

Sponsored by Zaner-Bloser 
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10:30 – 11:45 am 
Gatlin D  

 

 

Effective Intervention for Struggling Readers 
and Writers: “Making It Happen Across the 
Curriculum” 
 
Presiding: Ellen Supran , FRA Co-President 
 
Introduction of Speaker: Sherida Weaver, President-elect 
 
Speaker: Dorothy Strickland 
 
A critical overview of school and district intervention 
policies and practices, discussion of effective classroom 
practices; and "responsible" test preparation as a professional 
development effort.  
 
Dr. Strickland  is the Samuel DeWitt Proctor Professor of 
Education, Emerita and a Distinguished Research Fellow at 
the National Institute for Early Education Research at 
Rutgers University, the State University of New Jersey. A 
former classroom teacher, reading consultant and learning 
disabilities specialist, she is a past president of both the 
International Reading Association and the IRA Reading Hall 
of Fame. She received IRA's Outstanding Teacher Educator 
of Reading Award.  She was the recipient of the National 
Council of Teachers of English Award as Outstanding 
Educator in the Language Arts and the National-Louis 
University Ferguson Award for Outstanding Contributions to 
Early Childhood Education. She was a member of the panel 
that produced Becoming a Nation of Readers, Preventing 
Reading Difficulties in Young Children, The Rand Report, 
Reading for Understanding, and the National Early Literacy 
Panel.  
 
Sponsored by FRA 
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12:00 – 1:30 pm 
Butler 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
WRITING REALISTIC FICTION:  
Balancing the exterior action of a good story with the 
interior action of powerful feelings. 

Presiding: Roma Carlisle  FRA Past President 
 

  Introduction of Author: Linda Gobran 
 

 Author: Jack Gantos 
 
 Jack has written over 40 books for children from picture 
books (Rotten Ralph series) to upper elementary and 
middle school books of short stories and novels (Jack 
Henry story series, Joey Pigza novel series), and young 
adult novels including his memoir, Hole In My Life. 
This session teaches how a rich, engaging story packed 
with action, drama and humor is the bait for emotional, 
creative and intellectual change in the reader. 
 
Sponsored by FRA�

 
12:30 -1:30 pm 
Gatlin E3 
K-5 

 

 
Beam Up to Reading with "Going Around the 
Sun: Some Planetary Fun" 
 
Speakers: Marianne Berkes and Janeen Mason 
 
Chair: Maria Callis 
 
Enjoy a fun-filled “show and tell” presentation with 
author Marianne Berkes and illustrator Janeen 
Mason as they share how their creative book about 
the planets can be used with elementary students. 

 
12:30 -1:30 pm 
Gatlin E1 
3-8 

   
No More Tests! Performance Tasks for 21st Students 

 
Speaker: Kathy Kopp  
   
Chair: Danielle Vacardipone 
 

Challenging students’ thinking skills, applying essential 
writing skills, and checking for understanding of subject 
matter can all be accomplished with meaningful, relevant, 
and engaging writing tasks.   
 
Sponsored by Maupin House 
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12:30 -1:30 
Suwannee 12 
3-12 

 
Making Reading Relevant: Motivate and Engage Readers with Inquiry 
Speaker:                Becky Bone 
Chair:                    Deanne Nelson 
Motivate student learning using essential questions and inquiry-based instruction.  Develop guiding 
questions, explore books that foster critical discussion, and make reading relevant for even the most 
disengaged students. 

Sponsored by Scholastic 
 

 
 
12:30 -1:30 
Gatlin E4 
PreK-2 

 
Family Literacy Take Home Bags: Rocketing Children and Families into the Future 
Speaker:             Nancy Brasel 
Take a look at family literacy bags that have been used successfully with children and families in 
Brevard County and explore ideas for creating additional interactive literacy activities. 
 

 
12:30 -1:30 
Suwannee 11 
K-12 

  
Issues in Culturally Responsive Teaching and the Achievement of English Language Learners 
Speaker:             Linda Evans and AnnMarie Gunn 
Culturally responsive teaching ( CRT ) can impact the literacy achievement gap for ELLs. We discuss 
successful schools, teacher education programs, and ways to provide critical reflection on pre-service 
teachers’ practices. 

 
12:30 -1:30 
pm 
Gatlin E2 
K-12 
 

 

Simple, Proven Instructional Strategies to Close the 
Achievement Gap 

 
Speaker: Dawn Odum 
 
Chair: Terry Cavanaugh 
 
Simple instructional strategies, or "structures," used as part of 
any lesson, reduce the gap between low and high achievers. In 
this session, participants will experience several structures and 
process how to use the structures with their own content. The 
structures result in more time on task; more frequent, 
meaningful, and immediate feedback; deeper understanding; 
greater engagement; and, improved retention and achievement. 
 

Sponsored by Kagan 
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12:30 -1:30 
Gatlin E5 
3-8 

 
Intermediate Literacy Stations: Reading, Writing, and Thinking to Maximize Learning 
Speaker:                  Susan Nations and Sandy Waite  
This interactive workshop focuses on the meaningful use of literacy stations to reinforce whole and 
small group core strategy instruction using the essential components of the reading block. Participants 
will explore and create open-ended stations to be used with intermediate students at a variety of levels 
and with multiple texts.   
 

12:30 -1:30 
Suwannee 12 
PreK-2 

Fun With Phonological Awareness 
Speaker:                Bronwyn McLemore  
Explore teaching techniques for engaging young children in daily phonological awareness activities 
that will help all children take a successful step into the world of reading. 

 
12:30 -1:30 
St. Johns 23 
9-12 
 
 
 
 

 

A Plethora of Books to Read to High School Students 
Speakers:             Jeanne Petrino and Carol King   
The presenters will share both fiction and non-fiction books to use for read alouds in a variety of high 
school reading and content area classrooms. 

�
12:30 – 1:30 
Exhibitor Classroom 
Gatlin C 
K-12 

The RtI Revolution from talking about it to doing it - What Does It Mean for My School? 

Speaker: Helen Long 

This workshop will provide an overview of the essential components of Response to 
Intervention (RtI) from the district, school, classroom, and student perspectives. The session 
will include information to help schools define what tenets a multi-tiered model should follow, 
as well as provide specific tools on how to implement each of these tiers of instruction. This 
workshop will facilitate your movement from rhetoric to action! 

Sponsored by Sopris West 

�
�
�
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1:45 -2:45 pm 
Gatlin E2 
K-8 

 

 

The Bag Ladies' Make-N-Take Workshop:  
Blast Reading Scores Out of This World 

 
Speakers: Karen Simmons and Cindy Guinn 
 
Chair: Maria Callis 
 
From elementary to middle, the Bag Ladies send 
out the “S.O.S.” to organize all students and 
teach the reading standards using new projects, 
minis, recycled materials, and skills. Help 
students to “blast off” to a future of reading by 
filling a “sack” of all new “hands-on” projects. 

 
1:45 -2:45 pm 
Gatlin E1 
K-12 

 

Using Dinah Zike's Top Pocket Foldable to Aid 
Comprehension 

 
Speaker:  Rhonda Meyer 
 
Chair: Evelyn Florence 
 
In this fast-paced session, learn how three-dimensional 
interactive graphic organizers can become strong links to 
literacy and general classroom success. Make and take three-
dimensional graphic organizers to use with students of all 
ability levels. 

Sponsored by Dinah-Might Adventures 

1:45 -2:45 
St. Johns 23 
K-2 

 
Guided Reading: Got Extensions? 
Speakers:                  Iris Borghese and Martha Soto 
Frustrated? Puzzled? No idea what to do to extend the target skill from your guided reading group?  
This session will provide participants with a bank of ideas to extend the students’ learning beyond the 
guided reading lesson. 

 
1:45 -2:45 
Gatlin E4 
K-12 

 
21st Century Scrapbooking for Literacy Learning 
Speakers:            Shannon Ayrish and Sharon Hinsley 
Do your students sigh when you say it’s time for writing? This session will help teachers discover the 
power of scrapbooking for literacy learning. Not only can reading be integrated into art so that kids 
will want to write, but you will learn about digital scrapbooks that are fun, easy, and free. Have your 
students   scrapblogging Monday morning! 
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1:45 -2:45 
Gatlin E5 
3-12 

 
Reeling Them into Writing Using Movies and Storyboards 
Speaker:                Lisa Wroble 
Rocket students into reading and writing by reeling them in with movies. Lisa shares techniques and 
teaching strategies used with grades 3-10 to generate interest and get students writing! 

 

1:45 – 2:45 
Suwannee 13 
6-12 

Map That Book: Integrating Mapping Technology With Literature 
Speaker:              Terry Cavanaugh 
Learn how to use interactive mapping tools, such as Google Maps and Google Earth, to support 
reading instruction, literacy, standards, and reading in the content areas. Teachers will gain a general 
understanding of current online tools to create interactive maps, as well as know how to access free 
classroom technology mapping resources. 

 
1:45 -2:45 
Suwannee 11 
3-8 

 
Videotaped Oral Reading Fluency Lab: An Alternative to One-on-One Interventions for  
Intermediate Elementary Students with Learning Disabilities 
Speaker:                Beth Christener 
Repeated reading interventions too boring? Rocket your reading program into the future with a 
videotaped Fluency Lab that gives busy teachers time-saving steps towards improving oral fluency 
rates. 

 
1:45 -2:45 
St Johns 22 
K-12 
 
 

 

 
Calgon…..Please Come Take Me Away!!!! - Strategies for Reducing Stress… Caused in Your 
Classroom 
Speaker:               Karen Davis 
This session demonstrates how to teach managed behavior.  Come learn the strategies to reduce 
problem behavior immediately. Learn things today that will help you in your classroom tomorrow. 

1:45 -2:45 
Suwannee 12 
K-5 

Climbing the Food Pyramid - Teaching Healthier Eating Through Children's Literature 
Speaker:                Cynthia Lasky 
Learn how to connect children’s literature to healthy eating habits. 
 

1:45 -2:45 
Gatlin E3 
K-12 

Engaging Boys in Active Literacy: What We Have Learned from Research 
Speaker:                Andrea Rosenblatt 
This presentation focuses on the male literacy learner from pre-kindergarten through high school, 
based on research by educators and scientists. The attendees will participate in relevant hands-on 
activities. 

1:45 – 2:45 
Exhibitor Classroom 
Gatlin C 
PreK-5 

Mission Impossible: Becoming and “A” School Making AYP 

Speakers: Heath Hill, Bob Shayman, and Brian Greseth 

Success stories of two “A” elementary schools which have accelerated their students’ 
reading achievement by utilizing 100 Book Challenge. Learn secrets to creating a 
reading storm that closes achievement gaps! 

Sponsored by American Reading Company 
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3:00 – 4:30 pm 
Gatlin D 
All 
 

 

 

Better Learning Through Structure Teaching 
 
Presiding: Maria Callis, FRA Vice President 
 
Vice Presidential candidate: Evan Lefsky 
 
Celebrate Literacy Award – IRA/FRA 
 
Introduction of Speaker: Teresa Joiner 
 
Speaker:  Douglas Fisher  
 
This session focuses the idea of a Gradual Release of 
Responsibility and how to make this theory come alive in the 
classroom.   First proposed 25 years ago as an alternative to 
worksheets and other independent tasks, the Gradual Release 
of Responsibility focuses on moving from teacher- to student-
responsibility for learning. 
 
Dr Fisher is Professor of Language and Literacy Education in the 
Department of Teacher Education at San Diego State University and a 
classroom teacher at Health Sciences High & Middle College. He is 
the recipient of an International Reading Association Celebrate 
Literacy Award, the Farmer award for excellence in writing from the 
National Council of Teachers of English, as well as a Christa 
McAuliffe award for excellence in teacher education. His books 
include: Creating Literacy-rich Schools for Adolescents (with Gay 
Ivey), Checking for Understanding: Formative Assessments for Your 
Classroom (with Nancy Frey), Better Learning Through Structured 
Teaching (with Nancy Frey) and Content-area Conversations: How to 
Plan Discussion-based Lessons for Diverse Learners (with Carol 
Rothenberg). He can be reached at dfisher@mail.sdsu.edu. 
 

 
Sponsored by Macmillian/MGraw-Hill 
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FRA would like to acknowledge the following companies for sponsoring speakers. 

 
Dinah-Might Adventures 
Houghton Mifflin /Harcourt Publishers 
Kagan 
Macmillan/McGraw-Hill 
Maupin House 
National Geographic School Publishers, Hampton Brown 
Recorded Books, Plugged Into Reading 
Zaner-Bloser Educational Publishers 
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Florida Reading Association’s 48th Annual Conference 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Shingle Creek Resort,  
9939 Universal Boulevard  

Orlando, FL 32819 
Toll Free: 1-866-996-6338  
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8:00 – 9:00 am 
Gatlin E1 
 

 

 

We Know What We Are – But Not What We May 
Become 
 
Speaker: Michael Shoulders 
 
Chair: Phyllis Cleveland 
 
Like a caterpillar, we often don’t know what beautiful 
things life has waiting for us. Dreams come true, especially 
with perseverance. Discover one person’s metamorphosis 
from educator to full-time author. 
 
Dr. Shoulders is a retired educator. Say Daddy!  was awarded 
the gold medal and “Judges’ Top Pick” from the National 
Association of Parent Publication Awards. He visits nearly a 
hundred schools each year spreading his message that “Reading 
IS Magic!” 
Sponsored by FRA 

7:00 am – 2:30 pm  Pre-registration and On-Site Registration for Participants 
      Gatlin Pre-registration and On-Site Registration Areas 
 
              Sign in for Presenters and Chairpersons 
            Gatlin Hospitality Area 

7:30 – 8:30 am  FRA   DELEGATES ASSEMBLY AND LEADERSHIP BREAKFAST 
   (By Invitation Only)  
Conway Room  Presiding: Ellen Supran and Kathy Caputo, FRA Co-Presidents 
 
   Presentation of Awards: Margaret Adams, Director of Membership Development  
 
   Introduction of Speaker: Mary Ann Clark, IRA State Coordinator 
 
   Speaker: Kathy Au, IRA President 
  
   Business Meeting 
 
                                       Sponsored by Pearson Supplemental/Pearson Curriculum Digital and I Stations 

EXHIBIT HALL OPEN 
GATLIN C 

8:00 am – 5:00 pm 

FRA BOOKSTORE AND AUTHOR SIGNINGS  
GATLIN C 

8:00 am – 5:00 pm 
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8:00 – 9:00 am 
Gatlin E3 

 

 

Learning is Not a Spectator Sport: Engage Students! 
 
Speaker: Jane Feber   
 
Chair: Velma Papier 
 
Come make and take activities that will engage students in 
the learning process. These unique presentation methods 
allow students to work at the application level. Activities 
presented will allow students to analyze, create, criticize, 
debate, and present. This session is not for spectators! Come 
and get involved . . . make it, take it, and be ready to 
implement it. 
 
As a middle-school language arts teacher for 36 years, Jane 
Feber's innovative approach to language-arts instruction has 
earned her several awards including the Gladys Prior Award for 
Teaching Excellence in 2002 and the 2003 Teacher of the Year 
for Florida Council of Teachers of English. In 2006 she was 
awarded the Edwin A. Hoey Award by the National Council of 
Teachers of English. Most recently she is the recipient of the 
2008 NMSA, National Middle School Association, 
Distinguished Educator Award. She is a National Board Certified 
Teacher in the area of Early Adolescent English/Language Arts. 
She earned a Master's in reading from the University of North 
Florida.  Her books, Creative Book Reports: Fun Projects with 
Rubrics for Fiction and Nonfiction and Active Word Play: 
Games and Activities that Build Vocabulary are published by 
Maupin House.  She is also a contributing author for the 2010 
Prentice Hall literature series. 
 
Sponsored by Maupin House 

 
8:00 – 9:00 am 
Gatlin E2 
6-8 
 

 

Implementing Literature Circles With Foldables 
 
Speaker: Jami Humphrey and Traci Ritari 
 
Dinah Zike, the creator of Foldables®, says that 
“Foldables® divide date (or concepts, ideas, skills) And 
make them visual or graphic with a kinesthetic integration.” 
Using Foldables®, we will show how to make literature 
circles come alive through this profound “kinesthetic 
integration.” What better way to inspire your students to 
read, react and respond through making cooperative reading 
hands-on and motivating!  
 
Sponsored by Dinah-Might Adventures 



32 Saturday THE 47th FRA CONFERENCE 

      September 12, 2009 
 
8:00 – 9:00 
St. Johns 23 
K-12 

It's Five o'clock Somewhere: How to Put Happy Hour Back into Your Classroom 
Speaker:                Richard Ballard 
Learn proven classroom management techniques and methods today that you can begin using tomorrow.  
Simple to understand.  Simple to use. You will learn that when behaviors are addressed early and 
consistently, without giving multiple requests and repeated warnings, your classroom will run smoother 
than you ever thought possible.  

  

 
8:00 – 9:00 
Gatlin E4 
3-8 

 
Developing Avid Readers Through Engaging Practices 
Speakers:               Michelle Kelley and Nicki Clausen-Grace 
Do you have students who pretend to read?  We’ll show you how to engage all readers and purposely 
accelerate comprehension in your entire class. Learn activities and structures to recruit all of your 
students into the Avid Readers Club. 
 

 
8:00 – 9:00 
Suwannee 17 
K-12 

 
Electronic Literacy in Education of English Language Learners 
Speakers:                Melissa Smith, Paula Taylor-Greathouse, and Ho Ryong Park 
The presenters share current research in multimedia literacy to inform classroom practices with English 
Language Learners at the primary, secondary, and post-secondary levels. 
 

8:00 – 9:00 
Gatlin E5 
3-12 

FCAT Times Are Changing - Creating a New Test 
Speakers:             Lyla Springfield and Renn Edenfield,  
This session will include an update on the 2010 Reading and Writing FCAT. Information presented will 
include the status of the new Florida Language Arts Standards, the Common Core Standards and their 
impact on Florida's statewide assessment. 

8:00 – 9:00 
Suwannee 15 
K-8 

Developing Literacy Through Storytelling 
Speakers:               Nile Stanley and Steffanie Gilligan 
Rocket to Florida Writes success by learning how to implement a six-week Family Writing Project. 
Based on a “Family Scribes Group” model developed by Art Kelly, this project with fourth graders 
increased their writing ability and parents’ effectiveness in preparing their children to succeed on the 
high-stakes writing test. 
 

 
8:00 – 9:00 
St. Johns 22 
K-5 

 
Help! How Do I Create and Implement Effective Literacy Workstations? 
Speaker:                Jennifer Van Gordon 
Literacy Centers are one of the toughest instructional practices that teachers do. In this presentation, you 
will take with you new ideas on how to implement effective rotations and centers. 
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8:00 – 9:00 am 
Exhibitor 
Classroom 
Gatlin C 
6-12 

 
Teens and Teachers Love Us! 
Speaker:          Deborah Hansen 
 PWImpact! offers standards-based, high-interest reading material that teens actually like! 
Topics such as Plaxico Burress, Street Racing, and Going Green are among the offerings 
in the latest edition, accompanied by technical reading, ethical issues, data interpretation, a 
vocational tie-in, and numerous writing prompts. The curriculum is well-thought out for 
teachers, with instructional guides and on-line professional development components to 
support the material. 
Sponsored by PW Impact 

 

8:30 – 10:00 
Gatlin D 
K-12 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                  

 

Coaching Mini-Conference in Association  with the 2009 FRA Conference 
 
Florida’s Elementary, Middle and High Coach of the Year Recipients 
 
Speaker: Evan Lefsky  
 
This conference is designed to address the questions and interests of all Florida 
Literacy Coaches. 
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9:15 – 10:15 am 
Gatlin E2 
6-12 

 

 
Poetry 2.0: Seven Ways to Transform Your Students' 
Literary Lives 
 
Speaker: Kwame Alexander   
 
Chair: Emily Luke 
 
Poetry is powerful. When we combine accessible, lively 
poetry with student-run book publication, our students 
discover poetry as a treasure that brings light to language. 
Poetry 2.0 makes reading and writing cool. This 
presentation on poetry and publication will focus on setting 
up a vibrant poetry community in your class. 
 
Alexander has worked as a book publisher, literacy trainer, 
creative writing teacher, poet-in-the-schools, and writer-in-
residence for more than 15 years.  
 
Sponsored by FRA 
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9:15 – 10:15 am 
Gatlin E1 
K-12 

 

 
Hemingway was a Sportswriter 
 
Speaker: Brad Herzog    
 
Chair: Artis Gray 
 
A personal anecdotal and literary discussion about how 
kids’ passion for sports can translate into enthusiasm for 
reading and writing. Sleepy Bear Press author Brad Herzog 
gives the play-by-play.  
 
Herzog is the author of more than two dozen books for children 
and four titles for adults, including three critically acclaimed 
travel memoirs about his travels through small-town America. His 
first travel narrative, States of Mind (published in 1999), was 
named one of the ten outstanding books of the year from small 
publishers and rose to number 2 on the Amazon.com bestseller 
list. His latest, Greek To Me: A Would-be Hero’s American 
Odyssey, will be published in 2010. Brad’s series of children’s 
alphabet books for Sleeping Bear Press (including H is for Home 
Run, A is for Amazing Moments, and S is for Save the Planet) 
have sold more than 200,000 copies.  
 
As the author of hundreds of magazine articles for dozens of 
national publications, including Sports Illustrated and Writer’s 
Digest, Brad has been honored several times by the Council for 
Advancement and Support of Education (CASE), including a 
Grand Gold Medal for best feature article of the year. He has 
been interviewed on more than 200 regional and national radio 
and television programs (including “The Today Show” and 
“Oprah”) and has been profiled in publications ranging from 
People magazine to Reader’s Digest. Brad lives on the Monterey 
Peninsula with his wife and two young sons.  
 
Sponsored by FRA 
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9:15 – 10:15 am 
Gatlin E4 
3-12 

Syllable Patterns: A Shortcut to Success for Striving Readers 
Speakers:                   Lin Carver and Lauren Pantoja 
Participants will engage in activities to support vocabulary, fluency, and comprehension 
through the understanding of the six basic syllable types. The presentation will include 
technology, games, and fresh strategies for helping students master grade level texts by 
developing an understanding of syllable patterns to expand their ability to decode 
multisyllabic words. These strategies can be immediately applied in the classroom setting 
enabling striving readers to confidently read grade level material. 
 

9:15 – 10:15 am 
Gatlin E5 
K-5 

 

 

 
Destinations Comprehension and Metacognition: Solid 
Reading Boosters  
 
Speakers: Karri Williams, Beth Warren,  and Cindy 
Vanderpool  

     
Chair: Roma Carlise 
 
This session presents a framework for strategies that “boost” 
comprehension and monitoring. The framework focuses on 
teacher demonstration, student visualization and expression, 
and application with authentic literature; as well as provides 
demonstrations and examples. 
 
Karri Williams  is an Associate Professor at the University of 
Central Florida where she is    program coordinator for Reading 
Education and co-coordinator for Elementary Education. She 
teaches reading, children’s literature, and language arts courses.  
Beth Warren is currently a literacy coach in Brevard County.  Beth 
has a B.S. degree in Elementary Education and M.Ed. in Reading 
Education. She is also certified as a PreK-12 Media Specialist.  
Cindy Vanderpool has a B.S. and M.Ed. degrees in Elementary 
Education. She is a National Board Certified Teacher, has taught 
grades 1, 2, and GSP, and is currently a reading coach in Brevard 
County. She visited New Zealand in the early 1990’s to study 
reading instruction and Reading Recovery in action. 
 

9:15 – 10:15 am 
Suwannee 15 
K-2 

FRA Childrens’ Book Award: How to Incorporate the 
Nominated Books into Your Elementary Curriculum 
 
Speaker:                  Shannon Ayrish 
 
This presentation will provide activities, and resources for 
using the 8 FRA nominated books in primary classrooms. 
Use these ideas to teach standards while fostering a love for 
quality literature. Learn about the FRA book award and how 
your school can “Vote for Books.” 
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9:15 – 10:15 am 
Gatlin E3 
K-3 
 

 
The "SECRET" to Cracking the Reading Code - The "Missing Piece" of the Reading Puzzle!   
Speaker:                     Katie Garner                           
 “Sneak” learners through the brain’s “backdoor” for EASY  access to the HARDEST phonemic 
skills! Discover practical classroom applications of cutting edge research, as presented at Harvard’s 
2009 “Learning and the Brain” Consortium. 
 
 

9:15 – 10:15 am 
St. Johns 22 
K-12 

Reconceptualizing Professional Development in Times of Restructuring Schools 
Speakers:                  Susan Homan and James King                            
Schools in Florida are undergoing an unprecedented influence in the form of school restructuring. 
The school year 2008-2009 was the first year that significant numbers of schools in Florida faced the 
influence of school restructuring due to their progressive failure to meet Adequate Yearly Progress. 
Yet many of these schools that are currently undergoing restructuring were at one time highly 
successful educational cultures. This session will discuss these issues and more. 
 
 

9:15 – 10:15 am 
Suwannee 17 
K-8 

Using Backward Design to Create an Effective Web Quest 
Speaker:                   Misty LaCour 
An effective Web Quest can be used to promote critical and creative thinking while enhancing 
research and reading skills.  Effective use of a Web Quest in the classroom also provides the teacher 
with a means for differentiating instruction while building essential skills.  This conference session 
will begin with an explanation of backward design and differentiated instruction.  Following this 
discussion, teachers will learn how to recognize and build an effective Web Quest.  Teachers will 
learn the overarching conceptual basis for an effective Web Quest as well as the step-by-step 
techniques necessary for building an effective Web Quest.   
 

 
9:15 – 10:15 am 
St. Johns 23 
K-12 

 
FRA International Project 2009-2010 - Greg Mortenson's "Pennies for Peace" Initiative 
Speakers:                 Peggy VanVoorhis and Vivian Posey 
This presentation will familiarize participants with the history and progress of Greg Mortenson’s 
work with rural schools and communities in Afghanistan and Pakistan. Participants will have an 
opportunity to become familiar with the “Pennies for Peace” project that is chronicled in Greg 
Mortenson’s book Three Cups of Tea. Teachers will be encouraged to implement the program to 
build global citizenship while focusing on literacy. Literature and resources will be shared to provide 
motivation and interest for learning more about the culture of this part of the world. 
 

 

9:15 – 10:15 
Exhibitor Classroom 
Gatlin C 
K-12 

Pearson Digital and Supplemental Solutions, Your Framework for RTI 

Speakers: Rebecca Osburn and Jeanette Beninati 

How are you addressing your students’ needs for early intervention services? Join us to 
learn more about Pearson’s RTI solutions for Tiers 1, 2, & 3, incorporating print and 
technology based programs. Our supplemental and Digital teams will be reviewing the 
FL RTI Model and the Pearson programs that will tackle this growing need in our 
schools. 

Sponsored by  Pearson 

9:15 – 10:15 am 
Suwannee 16 
K-12 
 

Wild About Vocabulary Enrichment 
Speaker:                  LaVonna Roth 
W.A.V.E. – This fun, hands-on workshop is a window to how our brain retains new words! Learn 
creative strategies that diversify vocabulary instruction and enhance retention of new words and their 
meanings. 
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10:30 – 11:45 am 
Gatlin D  

 
Real Schools, Real Success: A Road Map for 
Change 
 
Presiding: Kathy Caputo, FRA Co-president       
 
 Introduction of Speaker: Margaret Adams 
 
Speaker:  Kathy Au 
 
Learn how your school can improve literacy achievement 
by following a multi-year research-based roadmap for 
change. Use the Standards Based Change Process to build 
your school’s own staircase curriculum. 
 
Kathy Au  is IRA president, 2009-10. She is a researcher 
specializing in school change and the literacy learning of 
students of diverse cultural and linguistic backgrounds. Dr 
Au was formerly a professor at the University of Hawaii 
and taught grades K-2. 
 
Sponsored by IRA 
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12:00 – 1:30 am 
Butler 
 

 
Welcome to My Publishing World 
 
Presiding: Ann Smith 
 
Introduction of Author: Shannon Ayrish 
 
Marie Silverman Award 
 
Author: Jerry Pallotta  
 
Jerry Pallotta brings together non-fiction subjects 
with humor and the unexpected. Jerry writes for the 
classroom. His curriculum-based books focus on 
reading, writing, math, and science, with just the right 
dose of humor and the unexpected. Enjoy his twenty-
year review of publishing in research, writing, 
designing, working with illustrators, editing, and 
publishing his best-selling books. 
 
Jerry’s stories model an opportunity for both research and creative 
writing. Dory Story reveals the Atlantic Ocean food chain with a 
fictional twist. Who Will Guide My Sleigh This Year? And Who 
Will Help Santa This Year? Inspire young writers to come up with 
their own solutions for the yearly dilemma. And finally, get 
reluctant boys (and girls) reading with Guys Read, Jerry’s Story, 
Dead Body, recounts a grisly boyhood memory at the beach. 
 
Jerry has been in over 3,000 schools and 250 conferences. He has 
spoken in all 50 states. From 2005 through 2007, Jerry presented 
the Read a Zillion Books Literacy Conference, an assembly of 
nationally recognized educators, authors, and illustrators who 
promote reading and writing to emerging and experienced teachers. 
 
Sponsored by FRA 

 
12:30 – 1:30 pm 
Gatlin E1 
5-12 
 
 
 

 
From Tangerine to Taken 
 
Author: Edward Bloor 
 
Chair: Diane Reese 
 
Mr. Bloor  will present a survey of his first five novels with 
readings. 
 
Edward Bloor was a public school teacher from 1983-1986. He 
is an editor at Harcourt Brace Publishing a job he has done from 
1986 to present. As a novelist from 1997 to present, he has 
authored Tangerine, Crusader, Story Time, London Calling, and 
Taken. 
 
Sponsored by FRA 
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12:30 – 1:30 pm 
Suwannee 15 
K-12 
 

 
 
Literacy Hooks 
Speaker:                    Shannon Ayrish 
Blogs,  Wikis and pictures; use them to hook your readers! 
 
 

 

 
12:30 – 1:30 pm 
Gatlin E2 
K-5 
 
 

 

 
WHAT GOOD READERS DO!…..MORE CUES AND 

CLUES! 
 
Speakers: Terri Heidger, Beth Stevens and Rachel 
Chappell 
 
Chair: Denise Pedro 
 
The Apron Ladies will present more strategies in 
reading, writing and math through hands-on 
techniques. The workshop will be filled with strategies 
that teachers can take back to their classrooms and use 
the very next day.  The session promises to be fun-
filled and interactive. Attendees will have the 
opportunity to win great give-aways through the 
session. 
 
 

 
12:30 – 1:30 pm 
Gatlin E4 
3-8 
 
 
 

 
FAMILY L ITERACY PROJECT ROCKETS YOU TO 

WRITING  
 
Speakers:  Nile Stanley and Ben Brenner 
 
Chair: Heidi Maier 
 
Experience a storytelling performance – musical, 
poetic, and digital. Learn how through storytelling 
mini-lessons to develop speaking, listening, 
reading, writing, and performance skills. Teach 
with timeless folktale patterns (magical, pourquoi, 
and cumulative) and create new personal stories. 
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12:30 – 1:30 pm 
Suwannee 16 
K-12 

Clouds in the Classroom - Using Word Clouds as Educational Tools 
Speaker:                  Terry Cavanaugh  
Word clouds are visual depictions that may be used represent textual content, usually displaying 
between 30 and 150 terms in the cloud. Word clouds are composed of single words and are typically 
listed alphabetically, and the importance or number of occurrences of a word is shown with a change 
in font size and/or color. Learn to create word clouds, graphic collections of words based on text 
content – think artistic word walls. Word clouds can become concept maps, review tools, analysis 
resources and more. 

 
12:30 – 1:30 pm 
Gatlin E5 
3-8 

 
Kids Publishing Company 
Speakers:                 Nicki Clausen-Grace and Janae Smickle 
Have you ever wished your students could write and publish real full-color nonfiction trade books? 
Learn how fourth-graders took content area learning and used it to create bookstore-quality texts.  
In this session the presenters will share a year-long content-based project that integrated nonfiction 
reading and writing instruction with science and social studies curriculum. 

 
12:30 – 1:30 pm 
St. Johns 23 
PreK-2 

 
Penguins, Planets, and Possibilities: Integrated Topic Studies in Early Literacy Environments 
Speaker:                   Lisa Crayton 
Thematic instruction creates possibilities for integration of language processes with content areas and 
creative arts in early literacy classrooms. An integrated curriculum builds a foundation of background 
knowledge for future literacy development. 

 
12:30 – 1:30 
Gatlin E3 
K-12 

Coaching Coaches - Reaching for the Stars 
Speakers:                 Brian Dorman, Stacie Kagel, and Nancy Barber  
 
This session is presented by two Florida Literacy Coaches Association board members and an FLCA 
member. They invite you to explore ways to improve your own abilities to “walk the walk and talk 
the talk” at your school. This session provides ideas, methods, and strategies to improve the coaching 
ability of literacy coaches working in schools. Participants will be engaged in an interactive session 
that uses cooperative strategies to share in discussions with other coaches from around the state. 
Participants will learn strategies and ideas to use when coaching themselves and their teachers at their 
schools. 
 

 
 
12:30 – 1:30 
Suwannee 17 
K-8 

 
Redefining Reading in Florida Schools During the New Media Age: Graphic Novels as Reading 
Rockets to the Future 
Speakers:                  Katie Monnin 
This session will explain this current, modern definition of reading within the above context, and offer 
the graphic novel as one modern, new literacy that uses both print-text and visual/image literacies. 
Further, the session will align reading with print and visual/image literacies to SSS standards. 
 
 

 
12:30 – 1:30 
St. Johns 22 
K-12 

Blasting Past the Budget Blues: Coaching During Tough Economic Times 
Speakers:                Beryl Rogers, Heather Henderson, and Pamela Donehew  
Learn how to keep quality coaching in your schools despite budget cutbacks. 
Sponsored by the Florida Literacy Coaches Association 
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12:30 – 1:30 
Exhibitor 
Classroom 
Gatlin C 
6-12 

Developing Strong Critical Thinkers the Junior Great Books Way 
Speakers:                  Mitch Gurfield and Don Smith 
Junior Great Books is famous for teaching all students (struggling, gifted, special needs etc.) k-12 
how to think critically.  In this workshop, participants will learn about our unique methodology based 
on the Socratic method.  In addition to a full overview, we will conduct a Shared Inquiry Discussion, 
the heart and soul of JGB.  This is a must workshop for educators seriously interested in improving 
the critical thinking and deep comprehension skills of their students. 
 
Sponsored by Junior Greatbooks 
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1:45 – 2:45 pm 
Gatlin E2 
K-12 
 
 
 
 

 
READING + THINKING + ENGAGEMENT + COMPREHENSION  
 
Speaker:  Dawn Odum 
 
Chair: Vicky Zygouris-Coe 
 
Want to engage students? Want to raise test scores? Want 
teacher-friendly strategies to implement tomorrow? This 
session is for you! You experience cutting edge teaching 
structures to create classroom success now and forever!   
Not only do you experience and process these transformative 
strategies for content, you walk away with management 
strategies and other practical classroom ideas to create the class 
of your dreams.   
 
Sponsored by Kagan 

 
1:45 – 2:45 pm 
Gatlin E1 
3-12 
 
 
 

 
How I Became a Writer 

Speaker:  Ginny Rorby, 
 
Chair: Vivian Posey 
 
How did a career Pan Am flight attendant who never dreamed 
of being a writer, was a poor student, especially in English, and 
never wrote a single literary word until she was 38 end up a 
novelist? (There's even a woodpecker in the story.) 

Ginny holds an undergraduate degree in biology from the University 
of Miami and a MFA in Creative Writing from Florida International 
University. Her young adult novel, Dolphin Sky, was nominated for 
the Keystone Reading Award. Ginny Rorby is also co-director of the 
Mendocino Coast Writers Conference, now in its 15th year. She lives 
in Fort Bragg, California. 
 
Sponsored by: Tor/Forge/Starscape/Tor Teen. 



42 Saturday THE 47th FRA CONFERENCE 

      September 12, 2009 
 

1:45 – 2:45 pm 
Gatlin E5 
K-5 
 
 
 
 
 

Four Fluency Strategies to Use in Your Classroom Monday 
Speaker:              Shannon Batal  
No longer “the neglected reading goal” (Allington 1983), fluency is now considered a pillar of 
reading (National Reading Panel 2000). Come try four instructional strategies you can use to help 
struggling readers increase their fluency. 
 

 
1:45 – 2:45 pm 
St. Johns 23 
3-12 

 
I Can't Believe I Taught the Whole Thing: Best Practices in Literacy Education 
Speaker:              Anne Cobb 
Learn how to effectively and comprehensively engage diverse students in rich, authentic literature and 
specific strategy instruction that will promote not only successful test-takers, but life-long learners. 
 
 

1:45 – 2:45 pm 
Gatlin E4 
K-5 

Response To Intervention - Maximizing Instruction to Minimize Frustration 
Speakers:           Donna College and Margaret Flanders 
The dynamics of the RTI process will be discussed: how it impacts assessment, instruction, and 
ultimately the identification of special needs students. An implementation model and suggestions will 
be provided. 
 
 

 
1:45 – 2:45 pm 
St. Johns 22 
K-2 

 
Young Children's Response to Storybooks 
Speaker:            Colleen DiPasquale 
The presenter describes how young children, birth through age eight, articulate responses to text 
within the classroom environment and addresses how teachers can mediate these responses during 
read alouds. Session participants will be given the interactive opportunities to discuss and implement 
practices that encourage young children to talk about books such as a variety of scaffolding 
techniques, text selection, and performative activities. 
 
 
 

 
1:45 – 2:45 pm 
Suwannee 17 
3-8 

 
Surviving Nonfiction Reading with Words, Words, Words! 
Speaker:             Cynthia Dwyer 
The importance of before, during, and after reading strategies to support students in subject-matter 
acquisition will be shared. Participants will engage in strategies to enhance student access to 
informational text. 
 
 

 
1:45 – 2:45 pm 
Gatlin E3 
K-5 

 
Measuring Student Engagement During Independent Reading Time 
Speakers:              Katrina Hall and Lunetta Williams 
 One objective of the session is to share an instrument that measures students’ reading engagement 
during independent reading time. The instrument was created by the presenters during a research 
study. Another objective is to discuss the instrument with the audience and engage in group 
discussions about behaviors indicating engagement during independent reading time. 
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1:45 – 2:45 pm 
Suwannee 16 
K-8 

Reading Assessment and Diagnosis: A Tiered Classroom Model 
Speakers:                  Arleen Mariotti and Susan Homan 
Can there be too much data? Participants will examine questions that guide a problem-solving 
classroom assessment model and the relevant instruments and data to guide appropriate intervention 
using case studies. 
 
 

 
1:45 – 2:45 pm 
Suwannee 15 
K-12 

 
Accountability 101: What does this mean for you? 
Speakers:                 Evan Lefsky, 
Chair:                    Margaret Janz 
FRA Governmental Relations Committee will share some of the pertinent legislature and 
discuss some of the current issues facing education today. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

 

PLATINUM SPONSOR 
 

.	���
���
���.	���
���
���.	���
���
���.	���
���
����3�$"��$�5��������3	$�����3�$"��$�5��������3	$�����3�$"��$�5��������3	$�����3�$"��$�5��������3	$����� ���
 

GOLD 
 

)���
	��3����
���$�+������8)���
	��.�����$�����)���
	��3����
���$�+������8)���
	��.�����$�����)���
	��3����
���$�+������8)���
	��.�����$�����)���
	��3����
���$�+������8)���
	��.�����$������ ���
 

SILVER 
����

)���
������		�
��%�
#8%$��
�)���
������		�
��%�
#8%$��
�)���
������		�
��%�
#8%$��
�)���
������		�
��%�
#8%$��
�  



44 Saturday THE 47th FRA CONFERENCE 

      September 12, 2009 
 
 
 
�

�	/,
'��
�
# + ,$!� �
�
� ��(	+�
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
3:00 – 4:30 pm 
Gatlin D 
All 
 

 

 
Three Ways to Rocket Reading Instruction 
Into the Future! 
 
Presiding:  Lela-Anne Carroll 
 
Introduction of Speaker: Mary Ann Clark 
 
Speaker:  Richard Gentry    
 
This session explores new concepts for 
teaching reading in the twenty-first century. 
These include: 
 1) phase observation and teaching 
interventions for early literacy, 2) tracking 
reading and spelling in the brain 3) what’s 
new about spelling in the twenty-first century. 
 
Dr. J. Richard Gentry is a nationally acclaimed expert 
on literacy, beginning reading, and spelling 
development. A former elementary-school teacher and 
university professor, Dr. Gentry's research, writing, and 
extensive work with students and teachers have had a 
powerful impact for promoting better literacy in 
American schools. He has written numerous articles in 
refereed journals and books including a Heinemann 
bestseller, Breaking the Code (2006) and two favorite 
spelling titles, The Science of Spelling (2004), and 
Spel…Is a Four-Letter Word (1987). His latest books, 
Breakthrough in Beginning Reading and Writing, 
released by Scholastic in late 2007 and Step-by-Step 
Assessment Guide to Code Breaking released in 2008 
are popular with PreK-Grade 2 teachers and 
administrators. Dr. Gentry is the author of Zaner-
Bloser's new Spelling Connections: Words into 
Language. He resides in Ft. Lauderdale, Florida. 
 
 
Sponsored by Zaner-Bloser Educational 
Publishers 
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9:30 – 10:30 am 
Suwannee 16 
K-12 
 

The Bag Ladies' Make-N-Take Workshop:  Blast Reading Scores Out of This World 
Speakers:                Karen Simmons and Cindy Guinn 
From elementary to middle, the Bag Ladies send out the “S.O.S.” to organize all students and teach 
the reading standards using new projects, minis, recycled materials, and skills. Help students to 
“blast off” to a future of reading by filling a “sack” of all new “hands-on” projects.  
Sponsored by FRA 

9:30 – 10:30 am 
Suwannee 17 
K-12 
 

Let Your Life Speak 
Speaker:                Steve Kukic 
The journey through life can be overwhelming. We are constantly confronted with “opportunities”  
to  apply our strengths and limitations to challenges big and small. There are times when the magic 
works, and times it doesn’t. Join a discussion about how you can make the best of who you are…for 
yourself and for your students. 
 

9:30 – 10:30 am 
St. Johns 22 
K-12 
 

Green Light! Red Light!  STOP Classroom Disruptions and Regain Teaching Time to Improve 
Literacy 
Speaker:                Adam Palmese 
Using gimmicks to promote positive behavior?  Moving a child’s clothespin from green to yellow to 
red on a traffic light says:  it’s ok to misbehave a few times!  Address off-task behavior immediately 
and regain precious teaching time.  Let a National Board Certified Teacher/Assistant Principal 
entertain you and show you how! Nurturing students and showing them genuine care and concern is 
the cornerstone of building their trust. Participants learn how to establish rapport with students and 
how to diffuse low level behavior with non-judgmental, calming statements.  Adam models how to 
explicitly teach students routines and expectations -- how to get them to behave the way you want 
them to THE FIRST TIME you ask them to do something.  His presentation is filled with humor, 
real-life examples. 
 

8:00 - 9:15 am   Food, Fun and Featured Authors 
Suwannee 15  
K-12                        Chair:  Sherida Weaver President-elect 
 

Come enjoy a leisurely breakfast with some of the entertaining and energizing 
authors     that presented during the conference. Learn from their writing expertise, 
creativity, and adventures. 

   
  Check out the FRA Bookstore from 8:00 – 9:15 
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9:30 – 10:30 am 
St. Johns 23 
K-12 

Engaging Boys in Active Literacy: What We Have Learned from Research 
Speaker:                Andrea Rosenblatt 
This presentation focuses on the male literacy learner from pre-kindergarten through high school, 
based on research by educators and scientists. The attendees will participate in relevant hands-on 
activities. 

 
10:45 – 12:00 
Gatlin E 
K-12 
 
 

 

Where’s Mission Control?  Successful Launches 
AND Successful Landings 
 
Presiding: Pam LaRiviere, FRA Past President       
 
Introduction of Speaker: Andrea Rosenblatt, FRA 
Past President       
 
Speaker: Janet Allen 
 
In education, rocket launches are popular and 
frequent.  But, what would it take for those launches 
to have successful landings?  Join us as we explore 
ways to help our educational rockets reach their 
goals.  
 
Janet Allen was a high school reading teacher for 
twenty years in northern Maine.  She relocated to central 
Florida where she taught English education courses at 
UCF.  She is the author of numerous professional books 
and a children’s book, Best Little Wingman.  Janet has 
also created a successful audio-assisted literacy 
workshop program: Plugged-in to Reading and Plugged-
in to Nonfiction.  She is a senior program consultant for 
Holt McDougal’s literature program.   
 
Sponsored by Recorded Books and Plugged-in To 
Reading 

12:15 – 1:30 pm         A TIME TO CELEBRATE! (By Invitation Only) 
Suwannee 15   

The whole is greater than the sum of the parts. 
    

FRA Board of Directors and 2009 Conference Chairs Meeting and Appreciation Luncheon 
 
Presiding: Ellen Supran and Kathy Caputo, FRA Co-Presidents 
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Available Online at:  http://www.reading.org/downloads/membership/membership_form_04.pdf 

  
 
 
IRA membership is your best choice for professional resources.  As an IRA member you can: 
 Subscribe to top-rated journals 
 Register for meetings at the member rate 
 Buy books and IRA products with your member discount. 
 
IRA’s secure online ordering ensures quick processing of your membership and subscription requests.  All you need is a Visa, 
MasterCard, or American Express credit card. 
 
All memberships and journal subscriptions are for a term of one year.  Online ordering is available for regular and student 
memberships and subscriptions and for discounted packages for those living in countries with developing economies (as identified by 
the World Bank). 
 
For those who wish to pay by check or money order, or who prefer to fax or mail an application, download a form from:  
http://marketplace.reading.org/memberships/IRA_Membership_Main.cfm. 
 
Membership/subscription orders, book club, book and merchandise orders, and meeting registrations can also be taken by telephone.  
Call 1-800-336-7323 (U.S. and Canada) or +302-731-1600 (elsewhere).  Please have your Visa, MasterCard, or American Express 
number and expiration date ready.  
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LIST OF EXHIBITORS 
Company Booth # 
American Reading 314 
Bag Ladies 307 
Benchmark Education 121 
Bound to Stay Bound Books 302 
Brake Educational Media, Inc 400, 402, 404 
Centers to Go 316 
Curriculum Associates 308 
Dinah-Might  Adventures, LP 209 
Dominican University/University Alliance 205 
Educators Publishing Service 217 
Eyeland Telemedia 300 
Frog Publications 213 
Great Books Foundation 117 
Hameray 219 
Happy Feet 406 
Headsprout 204 
Hooked on Phonics 202 
Houghton Mifflin Harcourt 218 & 220 
Kagan Publishing & Prof. Dev. 312 
Macmillan/McGraw-Hill 304 
Maupin House 215 
McGraw-Hill Intervention 306 
National Geographic School Pub 206 & 208 
New Monic Books 119 
Nova Southeastern University 214 
Pearson Scott Foresman 103 & 105 
Pearson Supplemental/Pearson Curriculum Digital 107 & 109 
Perma-Bound Books 200 
Pincentives 101 
Principle Woods Impact 408 
Read Naturally 201 
Recorded Books 212 
Renaissance Learning 309 
Rosen Classroom 207 
Scholastic Book Fairs 303 
Scholastic Books & Classroom Libraries 301 
Scholastic.com 305 
Sopris West/Cambium Learning 113 & 115 
Stretch for Excellence 203 
Townsend Press 216 
Wilson Language Training 320 
Write More Education Resources 318 
Zaner-Bloser Educational Publishers 221 
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DIRECTORY OF EXHIBITS AND PUBLISHERS 
American Reading 
  
Heath Hill, Central and North  FL 
321-266-4432 
hhill@americianreading.com 
 
Carmella DiMatteo, South FL 
561-602-1823 
cdimatteo@americanreading.com  
 
 
The Bag Ladies, Inc.  
  
Karen Simmons 
772-781-2518 
bladies@aol.com 
 

Cindy Guinn 
 772-781-2518 
bladies@aol.com 
  
Ann Steck   
772-287-3851  
annsteck@comcast.net   
 
 
Benchmark Education 
 

Kristin DeMarco 
914-637-7255 
kdemarco@benchmarkeducation.com   
  
 
 
Bound to Stay Bound Books 
 

Randy Harrell 
800-637-6586 
btsb@btsb.com   
 
 
Brake Educational Media  
 

Jeff Brake  
407-321-2686  
Brakemedia@aol.com   
 

Tim Hall   
727-480-0913  
Ils57@hotmail.com   
  
Steve Katz    
407-321-2686  
Sak888@aol.com   
 
 
Centers to Go, Inc. 
 

Gail Hannas 
321-693-3561 
gail@centersgo.com  
 

Curriculum Associates and  
Phoenix Learning Resources  
  
Sharon DeMuth-Womble, Central FL  
800-741-6997 
sharondemuth@earthlink.net  
  
Pat Garretson, North FL  
904-471-5995  
pgarretson@cainc.com   
  
David and Julie Cole, Southwest to 
Collier  
866-693-3528 
thecoles@flrep.com   
  
Maribel Ariano, Southeast FL  
888-693-3528 
m.ariano@comcast.net 
 
 
Dinah- Might Adventures  
  
Jeanne Herbes, Workshop/Conference 
Coordinator 
800-993-4624 
Jeanne@dinah.com  
 

 
 
Educators Publishing Service  
 
Jeanne Tierney 
800-435-7728 x118 
jtierney@epsbooks.com  
  
 
 
Eyeland Telemedia  
  
Wilson Hawthorne, author 
The Last Pirate novel  
239-410-1709 
Wilson@eyelandtlemedia.com   
 
 
FROG Publishers  
  
Bev Stoll, Tampa, FL  
800-777-FROG  
www.frog.com   
  
 
The Great Books Foundation  
  
Mitch Gurfield, FL/MA  
800-222-5870, ext. 349  
mitch.gurfield@greatbooks.org  
 
 
Hameray 
  
Gary Tinney  
858-213-5453 
gary.tinney@hameraypublishing.com  
 

Happy Feet by Sole 
 

Brenda Bass 
850-585-8484 
brendabass62@gmail.com  
 
 
Headsprout 
  
Debra Lee 
800-401-5062, ext 1701 
debra@headsprout.com  
  
 
Hooked on Phonics 
  
Joyce Springer, National Director 
Educational Sales 
443-691-9766 
joyce.springer@smarterville.com  
 
 
Houghton Mifflin/Harcourt  
  
Beth Webb, FL Manager  
904-472-5049  
elizabeth.webb@hmhpub.com   
  
Ronda Baggett, Northwest FL  
850-271-0403  
ronda.baggett@harcourt.com   
  
Michelle Gordon, South FL  
561-753-9303  
michelle.gordon@harcourt.com   
  
Jeff Guerra, West FL  
727-937-9511  
jeff.guerra@harcourt.com   
  
Joan Warrick, Northeast FL  
904-212-1660  
joan_warrick@hmco.com   
  
Lois Page, East Central Florida  
407-761-4414  
lois.page@hmhpub.com   
 

Betty Seiden, Southwest FL  
954-873-8680  
betty.seiden@hmhpub.com  
 

Lynne Rubino, West Central FL  
941-730-1634  
lynne.rubino@hmhpub.com   
  
Nick Ewen, North FL  
352-214-7782  
nick.ewen@hmhpub.com 
 

Dina Heffernan, South FL  
561-883-5662  
dina.heffernan@hmhpub.com   
  
Juliet Ashley, South FL  
407-466-0765  
juliet.ashley@hmhpub.com   
  
Kathy Jernigan, North FL  
850-572-0792  
kathy.jernigan@hmhpub.com   
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Kagan  
  
Dawn Odum, US  
813-727-5846  
dawn@kaganonline.com   
 
Macmillan/McGraw-Hill  
  
Mary Arnold, Central FL 
Mary_arnold@mcgraw-hill.com  
 
Michael Pujol, South FL 
Michael_pujol@mcgraw-hill.com  
 
Jane Rea, Southeast FL 
Jane_rea@mcgraw-hill.com  
 
Kathleen Rolison, North FL 
Kathleen_rolison@mcgraw-hill.com  
 
Dana Schaefer, West FL 
dana_schaefer@mcgraw-hill.com  
 
 
Maupin House 
  
Laura Lok 
800-524-0634 
llok@maupinhouse.com 
 

Tiffany Morgan 
800-524-0634 
tmorgan@maupinhouse.com 
 
 
McGraw-Hill Intervention  
  
Jeanette Hiebsch 
800-457-4299 
jeanette_hiebsch@mcgraw-hill.com  
  
 
National Geographic School 
Publishers 
  
Trudy Johnson, North Central FL 
941-322-9273 
 
Martha Solar, North FL 
800-363-1832 
 
Amy Guerra, South FL 
305-266-9496 
 
Valerie Silverman, South Central FL  
561-582-5031 
 
Cindy Barton, Manager 
904-287-5381 
 
 
Nova Southeastern University 
 Lenny Jacobskind 
954-262-8358 
lenny@nova.edu  

Pearson Curriculum Digital  
  
Mariolga Abes, Southeast FL 
305-467-5352 
mariolga.abes@pearson.com 
 
Edward Campbell, Central FL 
813-352-6713 
Edward.campbell@pearson.com 
 
Jeanette Beninati, Curriculum Spec. 
561-459-6097 
jeanette.beninati@pearson.com 
 
Wayne Eichen, West FL 
813-838-1407 
wayne.eichen@pearson.com 
 
Gerald Flournoy, Miami-Dade 
786-385-2700 
Gerald.flournoy@pearson.com  
 
Debbie Gates, Curriculum Spec. 
941-928-8613 
Debbie.gates@pearson.com 
 
Debra Kerr, Florida/Puero Rico, Mgr 
305.761.6967 
debra.kerr@pearson.com 
 
Jason Lasnetski, East FL 
954-224-9717 
Jason.lasnetski@pearson.com 
 
Mary Nelson, Panhandle & North FL 
850-832-9653 
mary.nelson@pearson.com 
 
Mychelle Williamson, Northeast FL 
904-710-9949 
mychelle.williamson@pearson.com  
  
 
Pearson Supplemental  
  
Dana Eiler, District Manager 
480-457-6063 
dana.eiler@pearson.com  
 
Karen Kahn, South FL 
888-977-7900 x6242 
Karen.kahn@pearson.com 
 
Rebecca Osburn, Central/North FL 
888-977-7900 x6244 
Rebecca.osburn@pearson.com  
 
Colleen Rhodes, East FL 
888-977-7900 x6022 
Collen.rhodes@pearson.com  
 

Pearson Scott Foresman  
  
Steve Readdick, FL Dist. Manager  
stephen.readdick@pearson.com   
  
Mary Farley Cox, Florida  
mary.farley@pearson.com   
  
Barbara Densmore, Florida  
barbara.densmore@pearson.com   
  
Marissa Noguez, Florida  
marissa.noguez@pearson.com   
 

John Ruby, Florida  
john.ruby@pearson.com 
 
 
Perma-Bound 
 

Dennis Inman 
813-962-3879 
rmbrown@tampabayrr.com  
 
 
Pincentives 
 

Frank Auman 
404-805-5255 
fauman@pincentives.com  
 

John Pickett 
jpickett@pincentives.com  
 
 
Principle Woods Inc./Impact 
  
Susan Anderson 
904-260-8735 
susan@impact.com  
 
 
Recorded Books  
  
Ben O’Gradney, South FL  
813-654-7901  
bogradney@recordedbooks.com 
  
 
Read Naturally  
  
Laura Marofsky 
lmarofsky@readnaturally.com  
 
 
Renaissance Learning  
  
Denise Leiberman, North FL 
866.391.5328 
denise.leiberman@renlearn.com  
 
Barbara Cherin 
866.391.4389 
Barbara.cherin@renlearn.com  
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Rosen Classroom  
  
Susan Scholl, Florida  
727-492-7347 
schollfla@speakeasy.net 
 
Ann Scholl 
727-492-1887 
annbobfla@yahoo.com  
 
 
Scholastic  
  
Felipe Ariano, South FL  
954-682-4096  
fariano@scholastic.com   
  
Joe Jernigan, North FL  
386-871-2459  
jjernigan@scholastic.com   
  
Barry Moffatt, Southwest FL  
bmoffat@scholastic.com  
 
 
Scholastic Book Fairs 
  
Cookie Kushner, Northeast FL 
ckushner@scholasticbookfairs.com 
 
Mary Carrico, Orange, Osceola 
mcarrico@scholasticbookfairs.com 
 
Julie Morris, Central East FL 
jmorris@scholasticbookfairs.com 
 
Deb Wetherby, Central FL 
dwetherby@scholasticbookfairs.com 
 
Stacey Bernard, West FL 
sbernard@scholasticbookfairs.com  
 
Karen Morris 
kmorris@scholasticbookfairs.com 
 
Barbara Romagnolo, Southeas FL 
bromagnolo@scholasticbookfairs.com 
 
Ellie Fleury, Broward 
efleury@scholasticbookfairs.com  
 
Mary Walz, Miami-Dade 
mwalz@scholasticbookfairs.com 
 

Sopris West Educational Services  
  
Steve Kukic, FL/CO  
303-775-3452  
stevek@sopriswest.com 
  
Jean Correll, South FL  
954-561-5678  
jeanc@sopriswest.com   
  
Kathleen Gibson, Central FL  
813-380-6933  
kathleeng@sopriswest.com   
  
Jerri Norris, Northern Florida  
352-214-3247 
jerrin@sopriswest.com   
 
 
Stretch for Excellence 
  
John Campbell 
407-433-9525 
campbellj55@earthlink.net 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

Townsend Press  
  
Dolly DePagter  
813-792-1173  
ddepagter@yahoo.com 
 
 
Wilson Language Training 
  
JoAnn Thorstenson 
508.368.6666 
jthorstenson@wilsonlanguage.com  
 
 
Write More Education Resources 
  
Mary Dolph 
352.750.1864 
dolphread@aol.com  
  
 
University Alliance/Dominican 
University 
 

Carol Wells 
813-612-8117 
carolw@bisk.com 
 
 
Zaner-Bloser Educational 
Publishers 
 

Dave Nesper 
800-248-2568, ext. 2584 
david.nesper@zaner-bloser.com  
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Program Participants 

 
Adams. Margaret ………….………32, 39   
Alexander, Kwame ……………………35   
Allen, Janet ……………………………48  49  
Allen,Tonya …………………………..11 
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